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nectcd with ancestor worship, and primitive Shintoism was
pre-eminently worship of ancestors together with some
admixture of nature worship. The deified ancestors became
gods who were supposed to be the guardians of the land,
and on important occasions they were consulted or their
protection was specially asked for. On the ethical side the
essence of Shintoism is cleanness of conscience. The com-
monest prayer of it runs: " Our eyes may see some un-
clcanness, but let not our mind hear things that are not clean.
Our cars may hear some uncleunncHs, but let not our mind
hear things that are not clean," and so forth.

It is interesting to study the influence of Buddhism on
the primitive Shintoism and the modifications which took
place in Buddhism itself until in its most recent form it
does  not differ  much  from  the  beliefs of many Western
people, including,  as it does, the  conception of a God in
whom everything lives and moves and has its being; an
omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient deity,    All foreign
creeds, indeed, be  they  Confucianism or Buddhism, when
once transplanted  to  the  soil  of Japan, become gradually
imbued  with the  spirit which animates Shintoism.    Con-
fucianism in Japan is not the Confucianism of China-    The
great Chinese teaching, with its wealth of fine maxims and
sayings, is made full use of; but it is considerably modified.
In Japan it seems to be revivified, as it were, and to breathe
in a new atmosphere, wherein it is strengthened and purified,
until it is nationalised and becomes identified with Japanese
notions of loyalty and  patriotism.    The same is true of
Buddhism although perhaps to a greater degree, owing to
the fact that Buddhism is a religion, whereas Confucianism
is not,    While Buddhism, in the comparatively bright and
comfortable garments in which Japanese genius has clothed
it, is the faith of the masses, the educated classes are, for
the most part, content with a simpler creed, an essentially
workaday   system   of   ethics.    To   be moral, honest, and
upright; to be guided by reason and not by passion; to
be faithful to  friends and benefactors;   to  abstain  from